
RSVP PROGRAM INFORMATION 

In an effort to better educate the Chapter’s Council Grand Knights and Vocation Directors on the rules for 
participation in the Supreme Council’s RSVP program, the following information on the Program, and its Rules, is 
outlined here. The Sacramento Diocesan Vocation office would prefer that all Councils seeking new candidates for 
this program contact the Sacramento Diocesan vocation office and request a qualified candidate(s) be assigned 
through the office to the Council. As long as the guideline rules below are met, and the candidate is defined as 
eligible under those same guidelines, then the council may participate in the Supreme program. If a Council chooses 
a non-qualified candidate for support, then this support would be not part program, and the council should attempt to 
apply for a refund for this type of support.  

Refund Support Vocations Program (RSVP)  

Through the Knights of Columbus Refund Support Vocations Program (RSVP), councils, assemblies and Squires 
circles “adopt” one or more seminarians or postulants and provide them with financial assistance and moral support. 

RSVP money is used by seminarians and those in religious formation for tuition and books, car insurance and 
maintenance, travel during vacations, emergency expenditures and other living expenses. Knights provide more than 
financial support, though. Members write letters to students, sponsor dinners for them, invite them to join the Order 
and, most importantly, pray for vocations. 

Last year, financial help from 2,601 councils, assemblies and circles to future priests, sisters and brothers, exceeded 
$2.8 million. Since 1981 the Order has provided more than $47 million in aid through RSVP, helping more than 
75,000 men and women follow their vocations. 

Qualifying councils and assemblies receive a $100 refund for every $500 donated, up to a limit of $2,000 donated 
to an individual, while the refund for Squires is $20 for every $100 donated. 

RSVP Guidelines  

Guidelines and Eligibility Requirements 

The following persons are eligible to receive RSVP funds: 

1. Seminarians attending college seminaries (sometimes called minor seminaries). 
2. Seminarians who have been accepted by a diocese and are currently in their “spirituality” year. 
3. Seminarians attending major seminaries (normally four years) in preparation for priestly ordination. 
4. Seminarians in their “pastoral’ year (most often when they are deacons). 
5. Seminarians who belong to a religious institute and are currently in formation for the priesthood (religious 

seminarians often are called “Brother” even though they will eventually be ordained as priests). 
6. Men and women who are novices or postulants in religious orders or religious communities. 

Those eligible for assistance do include foreign seminarians studying in the United States or Canadian, seminarians 
studying overseas; seminarians from your home diocese currently attending seminaries in another diocese, state, or 
country; and seminarians from other states or dioceses attending a seminary located in your jurisdiction. 

Persons ineligible for RSVP funds are the following: 

1. Priests or religious seeking assistance for continuing education. 
2. Religious brothers not currently studying for the priesthood; and 
3. Candidates for the permanent diaconate.  

Councils, assemblies and circles are encouraged to assist in other ways worthy individuals who do not qualify for 
RSVP assistance, but such aid should not come from funds intended for RSVP. There are different rules for the 
RSVP program in the United States and Canada than there are in the Philippines. The rules for the other jurisdictions 
have yet to be defined. 
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